[This lecture was delivered at the South Kensington Museum in 1861; and it was intended especially for teachers. It is the earliest of Huxley's addresses to popular audiences; and it was delivered when he was not yet thirty years of age. It is an exemplification of the result of the method of Zadig, when this is applied by a man of science who is also a man of letters, who possesses "trained and organized common sense" and also the interpreting1 imagination which enabled him to arrive at the truth from out of a chaos of mere facts.
It is an alluring introduction to the study of Zoology, just as the later and companion lecture "On a Piece of Chalk" is an equally alluring introduction to the study of Geology. It reveals Huxley's early mastery of the art of exposition. It displays his ability to give a carefully articulated skeleton to what is seemingly only a simple talk on a simple subject. It is logically put together with a central theme always kept in mind and continually supported by a variety of illuminating illustrations.]
68for existence against their great rival, common sense.mes known, the lineage which has been traced thus far will be continued by equine quadrupeds with an increasing number of digits, until the horse type merges in the five-toed form towards which these gradations point?
